Transportation and Public Safety Committee

Community Board 2

Tuesday, April 20, 2010
St. Francis College, Brooklyn, NY

Members Present:,  Hemalee Patel, Chair, John Dew, Michael Epstein, Kenn Lowy, William Harris, Jon Quint

Patrick Killackey  (CB-2);  Jane McGroarty (Secretary), Ursula Hahn, Sandy Balboza, Carolyn Konheim 
(non CB-2) 

Excused:  Nancy Wolf, Rocco Vanasco
Guests Present: Chris Hrones (NYC DOT), Greg Haas (NYC DOT), Ted Wright (NYC DOT), Paul Gawkowski (NYC Transit), Guy Kohn (Kohn Architecture PC), Som Ramrup (Toy Factory Lofts), Alfred Chiodo (Councilmember Letitia James), Nan Blackshear (Brooklyn Borough President), John Eddey (Steiner Studios), Emma Sullivan, Owen Monk Sr. Richard Drucker (President, Brooklyn Navy Yard). (Note: there were other guests but Guest Sign-In sheet was inadvertently taken by someone).
1. Ms. Hemalee Patel, Chair of the Transportation and Public Safety Committee, opened the meeting at 6:05 p.m. Ms. Patel introduced herself and asked Committee members to do the same. 
2. The first order of business was a presentation by Greg Haas of NYC DOT on the Livingston Street Bus Project. NYCT approached DOT to see if the bus lanes and traffic on Livingston Street could be improved. With the Fulton Mall project underway, some buses will have to be re-routed to Livingston temporarily. Currently Livingston carries the same amount of bus traffic as does Fulton Street. During the Fulton Street work, in bound buses will remain on Fulton and outbound buses will be on Livingston Street. The DOT is planning a permanent improvement on Livingston with two dedicated bus lanes and two car travel lanes and one lane of parking. There will be a leading interval traffic signal at Flatbush and Livingston to allow buses to turn before the cars. DOT will employ overhead gantry signs and variable message signs to direct traffic into the correct lanes. The committee complimented the DOT on its comprehensive presentation. Several members brought up the problem of dollar vans at Smith and Livingston as causing a traffic problem that needed to be addressed as part of this scheme. DOT was asked if they had made presentations to the Metro-Tech/Fulton Mall BID and the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership – they had as well as to the Court/Livingston BID – a representative from that BID was present and thought it would be positive for merchants.  Another committee member asked about the loss of parking used by placard parkers, many using false permits. DOT responded that they would work with the NYPD in terms of enforcement of parking and traffic regulations. Carolyn Konheim suggested that Schermerhorn not be overlooked as it is underutilized and could take traffic off Atlantic Avenue. Sandy Balboza asked about pedestrian impacts – DOT will be changing the pedestrian walk signals from Gallatin Place to Flatbush to give pedestrians increased time. Mike Epstein suggested that Eastbound buses on Lafayette need to have a stop at Fulton and Lafayette G train stop. The consensus of the committee was positive toward this project.
3. The next order of business was an approval of the agenda. Mike Epstein made a motion to approve the agenda and it was seconded by Carolyn Konheim and approved unanimously.
4. The next agenda item was a presentation by John Eddey, the Vice-President of Steiner Studios in the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Mr. Eddey explained that Steiner is the only business in the Navy Yard that has its own entrance. They have 1000 people per day going and coming to the studio. Flushing Avenue is vital to his business since there is no subway nearby. He felt that the DOT plan for Flushing Avenue would hurt his business by making Flushing one way and by taking the eastbound bus off Flushing. According to Mr. Eddey, the selling point of Steiner is the ease of getting there, especially from Manhattan which will be time-consuming under this plan. The Studio and the Navy Yard are in favor of the Greenway and the bike path but they wish Flushing Avenue to remain two-way. Ted Wright of DOT explained that it was not possible to have a two-way bike lane, two-way traffic and parking together. Mr. Eddey brought drawings he prepared for DOT to review. 
Mike Epstein commented that Mr. Eddey’s plan was unsafe as they was no buffer between the bike lane and the parking – leading to bikes getting doored as passengers opened the car door. Ursula Hahn asked about the street parking – Mr. Eddey replied that much of it was use as loading zones for the local businesses outside of the Navy Yard. Alfred Chiodo asked if two way streets are really unsafe since the traffic moves slower than on a one-way street. The DOT will take the information into account and look again at the possibilities. At last month’s meeting the committee voted to write a letter of support for the project. Mr. Dew reported that the letter had not yet been sent so it was consensus of the committee to defer any letter at this time. The Board received a letter from a North Oxford Street resident who lives on the block adjacent to the Navy Yard opposing one-way Flushing Avenue. DOT will be having additional meetings with the community.
5. The next order of business was a proposed speed bump on Clermont Avenue between DeKalb and Lafayette Avenues. The committee had no information about the request. According to Ms. Patel, the District Manager had information but due to vacation did not provide it to the committee. Carolyn Konheim made a motion to approve the speed hump which was seconded by Mike Epstein. The motion was approved 8 in favor, 2 abstentions, 0 against.
6. The next order of business was Ms. Som Ramrup representing the Toy Factory Lofts at 176 Johnson Street. Ms. Ramrup had spoken to the Committee last month about the terrible condition of Johnson Street. The Loft tenants wanted street repaved and felt the conditions were so bad they it couldn’t wait for the years it might take to get the cobblestones repaired. The Committee asked that she contact the other owner on the street, Mr. Ianucci. She did and Mr. Ianucci is in favor of retaining the cobblestones and having them repaired and is meeting with the Borough President. Ms. Ramrup stressed the problem with the street. Their building has a new food market tenant but many residents in the new buildings refused to walk down Johnson Street because it was so unsightly. Mr. Hrones felt that the contractor for the Oro would be on site for several more months and was responsible to repair any damage caused by his construction. Mr. Hrones said he would work with Ms. Ramrup to get the street reconstruction into the capital budget.
7. The next order of business was a presentation by the Park Slope Volunteer Ambulance Corp which is seeking a letter of support for their request to extend their service area. Currently they serve Park Slope, Windsor Terrace and Prospect Park. They are seeking to extend their service to 59th Street in Sunset Park, along the waterfront on the west to Wallabout Channel and along Vanderbilt Avenue to Grand Army Plaza. The only other ambulance service in the area is Hatzalah which serves the Orthodox Jewish community in the five boroughs. The Park Slope Volunteer Ambulance Corp feels that there has been a population increase in downtown Brooklyn and Sunset Park and that a volunteer service would be a needed asset. They stressed that in addition to emergency ambulance service, they provide ambulance stand-by at community events, including the NYC Marathon. John Dew made a motion to write a letter of support for the P.S.V.A.C.’s request for expansion of their service area. Jon Quint seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved: 10 in favor, 0 abstention, 0 opposed.
8. The next agenda item was a presentation by Mr. Guy Kohn who appeared last month as the architect for the application for an unenclosed sidewalk café at Café Buon Gusto at 151 Montague Street. The committee voted against the application and Mr. Kohn was back with a revised plan which asked for a café extending 3’-2” into the street versus the 4’-4” in the previous scheme. He also indicated that Buon Gusto had an agreement with the building owner to use the space in front of the optical shop next door to place tables in the evening within the property line. The operating hours of the proposed café are 11am – 11 pm – and sometimes a little later on weekends.  The application did not reduce the number of tables and seats despite the reduction in the size of the café. Ursula Hahn felt that it was not possible to fit in the number of seats in the space shown. Jane McGroarty questioned the disparity between the distance from the property line to the curb which was 15’-7” on Mr. Kohn’s plan and 15”-1” on the engineering survey presented by Mr. Kohn. Mr. Kohn maintained that it didn’t matter that there was a difference since the café was 8’ from the edge of the tree pit. 
Ms.Patel read a letter from the Brooklyn Heights Association objecting to this application which did not meet the DCA standards and noting the heavy pedestrian traffic on Montague Street.. After some discussion, Mr. Kohn was asked if he would be willing to reduce the number of tables and seats since fitting 6 tables and 12 seats into the space was not believable; and further that it would be necessary to serve the outside tables from the street. Mr. Kohn felt it could be reduced and Bill Harris made a motion to approve the Buon Gusto application with a maximum of 3 tables and 6 seats for a café that will provide the 8’ of clearance between the edge of the street pit and the café and will project no further than 3’-2” into the street; and the owner would install permanent sidewalk markings 8’ from the tree pit. Jon Quint seconded the motion and it was approved 9 in favor, 0 abstentions, 0 against.
9. Ms. Patel opened the meeting to Community Form and Ms. Emma Sullivan, owner of the Long Island Bar at Henry Street and Atlantic Avenue spoke about three auto accidents that during one weekend recently. Since her building is in CB6, the committee advised her that she needed to attend a CB6 meeting to discuss this matter. The Chair apologized that she had to wait and she was given the address and phone number for CB6.

10. The next agenda item was the approval of the March minutes. There were two corrections – Item #4, line 3 “Myrtle Avenue” should be “Flushing Avenue.”  Item 11, paragraph b – “Farragut” should read “Ingersoll Houses” Bill Harris made a motion to approve the minutes which was seconded by Carolyn Konheim. The motion carried 6 in favor, 3 abstentions
11. The Chair made a brief report reminding the committee about the Greenway Workshop being held on April 21 and the NYCT service diversions for Spring 2010.
12. The Chair entertained a motion to adjourn which was made by Carolyn Konheim and seconded by Mike Epstein and unanimously approved. 


Respectfully submitted,


Jane McGroarty

