[image: image1.jpg]CITY OF NEW YORK

Community Board No. 2

350 JAY STREET - 8TH FL.
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201

(718) 596-5410 FAX (718) 852-1461
MARTY MARKOWITZ cb2k@nyc.rr.com
Borough President

JOHN DEW
Chairperson

ROBERT PERRIS
District Manager




Action Report

Parks and Recreation Committee

April 19, 2010

Attending: Andrew Lastowecky, Dwight Smith, Gabrielle Rattner, Jesse Straus, Carloyn Hubbard Kamunanwire, Nancy Wolf, Tony Daniels, Mary Goodman, Renata Kammerer, Diana Leidel



Squibb Park Design
Presentation

Regina Myer, president of the Brooklyn Bridge Park Development Corporation (BBPDC), introduced the presentation, which was made by Matthew Urbanski of Michael Van Valkenburg Associates.  Highlights of the presentation included:

· The redesign of Squibb Park is a very old part of the plan for Brooklyn Bridge Park (BBP)––very preliminary plans show a Squibb Park Bridge and it is currently a part of the overall plan for the Park.   It is a critical link to the Pier 1 portion of BBP.
· There is only one way in and out of Squibb Park.  The proposed bridge would provide a second means of egress.

· Phase 1 renovations of Squibb Park–– park house/comfort station, skate elements, improved landscaping, new fencing and new pavement ––are funded and are ongoing.  

· The long entrance ramp will be made compliance with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA.

· The proposed Squibb Park Bridge will connect to BBP across Furman Street.  The bridge would save walking time/distance compared with the Old Fulton Street entrance.

· An open truss structure is proposed for the bridge.  The bridge is open at either end for view to green space (Squibb or BBP).  Span is approximately 230’ and there are elevational changes, which will be compliant with ADA.  Steel members formed into a truss, steel mesh between steel guardrails, concrete walkway.  

See also the attached images

Questions and Discussion

Questions were asked about the timing and funding for the construction, the skateboard features and the park house.  Ms. Myer stated Phase 2 of the park renovation, including construction of 

the bridge, is not yet funded.  She estimated the project cost to be about $4-5 million, and the project would hopefully be implemented within a year.  Construction will not impact Public School 8, which is using Squibb Park while its own recreation space is used for construction of the school’s annex.

The phasing terminology for Squibb Park renovations was clarified as follows:

Phase 1: Currently Funded and in progress

Phase 2: Squibb bridge ($4-5MM) – interchangeable with

Phase 2: Steps and bridge hook-up $2MM

Marty Maher, Brooklyn chief of staff for the Department of Parks and Recreation, stated Squibb Park will be usable this summer.  There will be skate units, subject to Public Design Commission review, which is expected to occur at staff level.
Mr. Urbanski stated that the skate features would be “street-style.”  Mr. Maher added the agency is in discussions with Open Road about staffing the skate area.  In response to a question regarding skateboarding on the bridge, Mr. Urbanski stated there was nothing to prohibit skateboarding.
Mr. Maher stated the comfort station would be opened at outset.
Recommendation
Andrew Lastowecky called for a motion to support  the BBPDC’s application to the Public Design Commission for Phase 2 of the park renovation, including construction of the bridge to Brooklyn Bridge Park.  Nancy Wolf so moved and Carolyn Hubbard-Kamunanwire seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously (10-0-0).
